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hausen, and pointed out by him when it was too late *. In his reply, otherwise unsatisfactory, Spinoza candidly admits the justice of the criticism; and hits upon the distinction which affords the only hope of escape from it; viz. that the definitions which are barren are exclusively nominal; but that those of real being present an essence which may be developed into numerous predicates. Under this cover he proposes to protect his definition of 'Substance;' without, however, rescuing it from its character of a purely relative notion, or settling it in any relation to reality except as its synonyme2. I have sometimes fancied that these deductive world-builders may have deceived themselves by the mere sound of the logical rule * Veritas universalis infert veritatem particularis,' especially in an age when the word 'veritas3 was used not only for the truth of a proposition, but for the real existence of a thing. But, of course, when we thus say that all the marks of the genus will be found in the species, we imply an overlapping residue which the genus does not provide.
Mathematics and metaphysics, then, do not start from similar primary assumptions, and invite by their analogy the same method of treatment; nor can we hope, by deduction from a list of definitions and axioms, to gain such a conspectus of the system of the universe as the geometricians give us of the properties and relations of figures. We cannot make ontology an exact science of necessary thought. But there is another fallacy involved in this fancied analogy with the mathematics. Besides putting together heterogeneous studies in the field of thought, it confounds under the same name (Necessity) heterogeneous relations in the distinct fields of thought and being. The c Necessity' by which all things flow from the Supreme nature is a causal necessity, determining their genesis and their succession; or even if they be, not particular objects, but permanent laws of objects> still it gives them the field of extended being
1 Ep. LXXXII.                                 a Ep. LXXXIII.